
 

 

 

Cathedral of Saints Peter and Paul 
30 FENNER STREET ~ PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903 

THE MOST REVEREND BRUCE A. LEWANDOWSKI, C.SS.R ~ Bishop of Providence 
REVEREND MONSIGNOR RAYMOND B. BASTIA ~ Rector 

 REVEREND MONSIGNOR ANTHONY MANCINI ~ Rector Emeritus 
 

401-331-2434                                           www.providencecathedral.org 



 

 

 Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                                                           August 30, 2026

 

 

Saturday, August 29  The Passion of Saint John the Baptist 

  
     3:00   Wedding: William Demayo and Gabriella Chiodo 
 
 
     5:00   ANTHONY & RITA G. CABRAL (deceased) 
 
Sunday, August 30  22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   10:00   FILIPPO & MARIA RICCIOTTI (deceased)  
              by the Ricciotti family 

 
Noon    Eucharistic Adoration 
 
     1:00  MEMBERS OF THE CATHEDRAL PURGATORIAL 
             SOCIETY 
 
     6:00  DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE CABRAL AND 
             SULLIVAN FAMILIES 
 
Monday, August 31   
 
    12:00   FOR VOCATIONS TO THE PRIESTHOOD AND TO 
              CONSECRATED LIFE  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
Tuesday, September 1   
 
      12:00   FOR PARISHIONERS OF THE CATHEDRAL           
                                                                      
Wednesday, September 2  
 
    12:00   RITA G. CABRAL (deceased)  
                                                                            
Thursday, September 3  Saint Gregory the Great, Pope and Doctor of 
the Church 
 
     12:00   JUDGE THOMAS J. CALDARONE, JR. (deceased) 
                by parishioner (Rem.) 
                                                                          
Friday, September 4   
 
     12:00   DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE WOODS FAMILY 
                                               
Saturday, September 5   
     
    2:00    Wedding: Nicholas Barboza and Megan Boory 
 
    5:00    FOR PARISHIONERS OF THE CATHEDRAL 
                            
Sunday, September 6  23rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
 
   10:00   MARY V. MASON (deceased) by family 

 
Noon    Eucharistic Adoration 
 
    1:00  BISHOP LOUIS E. GELINEAU AND DECEASED 
            MEMBERS OF THE GELINEAU FAMILY  
 
 
    3:00  Wedding: Chadd Rampini and Kyleigh Zelano 
 
       
    6:00   ANTHONY & RITA G. CABRAL (deceased) 
 

Religious Education & O.C.I.A. Formation 
2026 - 2027 

Our Religious Education and O.C.I.A. program will begin 
soon!  We warmly welcome all children, youth, and adults 
as we prepare to grow together in faith, prayer, and  the 
knowledge of Jesus Christ.  We also welcome, Sister 
Cristina Gomez, HMSP, Missionary Sisters Servants of the 
Word, as the new Religious Education & O.C.I.A. 
Coordinator for the Cathedral Parish. 
 
Religious Formation is a continuous and life-long 
experience.  Our Formation classes begin with the first 
grade and continue each grade through the Confirmation 
program in high school.  It is especially important that first 
graders be registered as the First Eucharist and 
Reconciliation program is a two year preparation for the 
Sacraments.  If you have a child entering first grade, or if 
you are new to the Cathedral parish, please call the 
Cathedral office at 401-331-2434. 
 
Registration forms must be completed before the start of 
classes.  Also, if the sacraments of Baptism and First Holy 
Communion have already been received, a copy of those 
sacramental certificates should be supplied with the 
registration form.  
 
Registration forms will be available at the entrance to the 
Cathedral, and on the Cathedral’s website: 

www.providencecathedral.org 
 
We look forward to a wonderful year of learning, 
fellowship, and growing in our Catholic faith.  Please keep 
our students, catechists, and families in your prayers as we 
begin this new year. 
 

 
 

 
There will be a Meet & Greet Orientation meeting for 

parents and students Grades 1-5 scheduled for 
Saturday, September 26, 2026 from 10am-11:30am in 

Cathedral Hall. 
 

Classes for Grades 1-5 will begin Saturday,  
October 3, 2026  from 10am-11:30am in Cathedral Hall. 

 
========================= 

There will be a Meet & Greet Orientation meeting for 
parents and students Grades 6-12 scheduled for  
Tuesday, September 21, 2026 from 6pm-7:30pm.   

Please note that only this first meeting will be on a 
Monday, all classes will be held on Tuesday evenings. 

 
Classes for Grades 6-12 will begin on Tuesday, 

September 29, 2026 from 6pm-7:30pm in Cathedral Hall. 
 

Please consult the website at: 
www.providencecathedral.org 

for any updates and/or additional information. 



 

 

A Meditation 
 

Taking Up the Cross 
   How many eloquent reasons there are to love the cross, 
yet how we forget them in the current of life!  In our days, 
how many plans we make, little calculations—very often 
unconscious, I must say—which are made simply to avoid 
suffering.  We flee it in the first movement of our nature, 
which finds it so repugnant, and we must not be astonished 
by that.  Our nature’s first reflexes are to avoid whatever 
whatever threatens harm.  Therefore, do not be surprised at 
this, but be in the state of soul, the disposition...where you 
can say to Jesus, “I do not fear any cross, and neither is the 
cross found without the Crucified.  It always bears Jesus.  I 
press it to my breast to press him at the same time to my 
heart.  So tell him, “With you I do not fear any cross.” 

   Note that this is not to ask for the cross.  Little Théresè, a 
few weeks before her death, said, “Oh, I would never wish 
to ask the good Lord for greater sufferings, for I am too 
little.  They would become my very own sufferings; I 
would be forced to endure them alone, and I have never 
been able to do anything all alone.”  To say that we are 
ready to receive the crosses Jesus will send us, even 
without asking for the cross, makes us afraid, makes our 
nature tremble.  I understand this well.  But it is a 
magnificent occasion for generosity and confidence: “All 
you permit for me will be grace from you, and you will be 
there with me.  I do not fear the cross, because I do not fear 
you, the King of Love.” 
   Jesus will never let the cross crush you; on the contrary, it 
will lift you up toward heaven.  It is no longer you who will 
carry it; it is the cross which will carry you.  Jesus took 
upon himself the bitterest cross, and he will add a balm to it 
before giving it to you—that is certain.  The sweetness of 
the crosses accepted with the joy of free will is a great 
mystery, yet very real.  That is why you must embrace it 
with open arms. 

FATHER JEAN DU CEUR DE JÉSUS D’ELBÉe  
Father d’Elbée (†1982) was a member of the Congregation of the 

Sacred Hearts of Jesus and Mary. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR COLLECTION COUNTING TEAMS 
 

   Our parish is still in need of two volunteers to join 
our money-counting teams at the Cathedral Office on 
a Monday morning at 8:30AM for about two hours 
(every other week).  Each team would open the 
weekend collection envelopes and prepare the 
offerings for deposit.    
   We are grateful to those who have already 
volunteered for this important ministry!  
   If you can help, please contact the Rector, Msgr. 
Bastia at (401) 331-2434 for further information.  

   Training will be provided. 

 

O. C. I. A.  
Registration forms for the Order of Christian Initiation 
of Adults Faith Formation program are available on the 
Cathedral’s website and at the entrances to the Cathedral.  
The O.C.I.A. program is for any adult who may be 
interested in becoming a baptized Roman Catholic, or any 
adult Catholic in need of the Sacraments [First Holy 
Communion, Penance, Confirmation]. 
 
IMPORTANT: For baptized Catholics please attach a 
copy of your Baptismal, First Holy Communion 
certificates if the Sacraments were received. 
 
REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SPONSOR:  Please 
attach a copy of the Baptismal, First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation certificates and if married a current 
notification of Catholic Marriage.  Sponsors should be a 
regular faithful Roman Catholic practicing and always 
willing to embrace the teachings of Jesus in the Gospel. 
 

PLEASE NOTE: 
There will be a Meet & Greet Orientation meeting 

scheduled for Wednesday, September 30, 2026 from 
7pm-8:30pm in Cathedral Hall. 

 
First class for O.C.I.A. will begin on Wednesday, 

October 7, 2026 from 7pm-8:30pm in Cathedral Hall. 
 
Please visit the Cathedral’s website for any updates and/or 

additional information at: 
www.providencecathedral.org 

NEW PARISH PASTORAL COUNCIL 
In September we will be organizing a new Parish Pastoral 
Council.  The focus of this council is not primarily 
financial, but rather to be an advisory resource for the 
Rector of the Cathedral.  The scope of work of the Pastoral 
Council will be to coordinate, evaluate and to propose and 
direct on a leadership level the pastoral, liturgical, 
educational and evangelization activities and ministries of 
the Cathedral Parish.  If interested to serve the parish on this 
Council please contact Msgr. Bastia. 

Msgr. Bastia 

 

We are seeking a part-time weekend Sacristan and 

Wedding Ceremony Coordinator for the 

Cathedral.  If you are interested in this 

position, please contact Msgr. Bastia at 

401-331-2434 for more information. 

We hope  you had a restful and happy summer!   
As we head into the fall, we 
kindly ask those who were 
away to please catch up on 
your regular weekly or 
monthly offerings.  Thank you 
for your faithful support  and 
generosity. 


